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SIERRA SERIALS 

Working with the Piece Count 
  

 
A serial holding record comes with a fixed field called Piece Count (PCOUNT) which is used to track 
the number of issues that have been checked in during a time period.  This is useful as a free 
statistic and for libraries that don’t create items during check-in but need a way to know how many 
issues were checked in a time period. 
 
At the end of the year (typically), the library runs Statistical Reports on holdings records and 
gathers counts in the PCOUNT field. Then uses rapid or global update to zero out (reset) the field 
back to zero for the next reporting period.   
 
The system can automatically increment the number of pieces, prompt for the number of pieces, or 
not increment the number of pieces. The value in the UPDCNT field of the checkin record 
determines the action taken by the system. The possible values and their system-defined meanings 
are as follows. 
 
The standard set up has three different codes to track the count of pieces (e.g., of microfiche, 
microfilm, or copies of serial issues) received.  The behavior of the codes is predefined.   
 

Value range Meaning/Action 
a-i Automatically increment the 

PCOUNT field with the 
number of copies checked in. 

j-r Prompt for the number of 
copies received during check-
in.  Increment the value in 
PCOUNT field by the entry. 

s-z and the ‘-‘ Do not prompt for the number 
of pieces received.  Do not 
increment the value in the 
PCOUNT field 

 
Defining UPDCNT Values 
To define a value for the UPDCNT field: 

1. Choose Tools | Admin | Parameters | General | Fixed-length Codes. The Fixed-length Codes list 
appears. 

2. Choose UPDCNT. The Edit dialog appears. 
3. Choose and edit the value (i.e., Valid Character or Meaning). 
4. Choose OK. 
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Why is there a range instead of a single code? 
 
Traditionally a library might receive microfiche and microfilm and needed separate statistical 
counts for each type.  With a range you could assign code ‘j’ to microfiche, code ‘p’ for pocket parts 
and code ‘r’ for microfilm.  As long as the values are within the prompt range (‘j’ – ‘r’) all three 
would function to prompt the operator to enter the number of units being received during check-
in.   
 
In this example we see multiple entries fall within the range that will prompt the operator to enter 
the number of received units. 

 
 
Here we see the example holdings record set to one of those prompt values.  The piece count 
would be the number of microfiche cards that had been checked-in since the last time the value 
was reset.  It is not calculated by the value in the Copies fixed field 
 

 
 
And in this example, we see coding for a print publication.  The number of copies determines how 
the piece count field is incremented. 
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What happens when we check in the wrong issue and we uncheck it in on the check-in card? 
 
You would need to manually edit the Piece Count field as unchecking in an issue or issues will not 
subtract from the total. 
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