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SIERRA CIRCULATION 
Updating YTDCIRC and LYRCIRC Fields FAQ 
 

How long does updating YTDCIRC and LYRCIRC values take? 
In order to gauge how long the process of updating the entire database will take, Innovative 
recommends updating a segment of the database. For example, update the first 100,000 records for 
larger databases or the first 25,000 or 50,000 for smaller databases. 
 
If you use a test range, do not update it multiple times. 
 
Should we only update items that circulated this year? 
Libraries replacing the LYRCIRC value with the YTDCIRC value must update YTDCIRC on all circulating 
items in the database in order to maintain accurate statistics. The fact that a circulating item did not 
circulate at all is important! 
 
If you choose R > REPLACE LYRCIRC with number in YTDCIRC, then you should update items with a 
YTDCIRC value of zero. 
 
For example, if you do not choose to replace the LYRCIRC number with the number in YTDCIRC (zero), 
then next year you will not know the item did not circulate last year. If you do not roll over the zero 
YTDCIRC value each year, there is no way to tell what year a value in LYRCIRC pertains to. 
 
If you choose A > ADD YTDCIRC to LYRCIRC, then you may exclude items with zero YTDCIRC 
from this update process, as there is no change to the LYRCIRC value. 
 
We always excluded non-circulating items from these updates by creating review files. Is this 
necessary? 
Creating review files to exclude items may take longer than simply updating the entire database by 
range. Run a quick test on a range of items as discussed above. 
 
Where do we update YTDCIRC and LYRCIRC fields? 
These fields cannot be maintained in Sierra rapid update at this time. Instead, they can be updated in 
Admin Corner via: 
 
C > CIRCULATION subsystem 
R > RAPID updating (Item records only) 
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Contact Innovative if you are unable to locate this function on your system. 
 
What time span does YTDCIRC cover? Does it represent a fiscal year or a calendar year? 
YTDCIRC and LYRCIRC are maintained by staff via the rapid updating function in Admin Corner at a time 
of their choosing. The user can run YTDCIRC and LYRCIRC to correspond with either a calendar year or a 
fiscal year. The length of time that these fields represent is determined by the frequency that the 
YTDCIRC function is used. 
 
How do the YTDCIRC, LYRCIRC, and TOT CHKOUT fields compare against one another? 
 
The YTDCIRC, LYRCIRC, and TOT CHKOUT fields compare as follows: 
 

FIELD DESCRIPTION 
TOT CHKOUT The TOT CHKOUT field represents all checkouts for an item over the life of the item 

if the Retain Number of Checkouts from Reserve Circulation system option is 
enabled. If that option is not enabled, the field represents all checkouts except any 
done while the item was on reserve. 

YTDCIRC The YTDCIRC field contains all checkouts (including reserve checkouts regardless of 
the setting for Retain Number of Checkouts from Reserve Circulation) since the 
last time the YTDCIRC function was run. 

LYRCIRC The LYRCIRC field contains either data from the YTDCIRC field before it was zeroed, 
or it contains an accumulation of data in YTDCIRC from several YTDCIRC function 
uses. The data in the LYRCIRC field depends on whether staff chose to Add or 
Replace LYRCIRC with YTDCIRC. See above. 

 
 
Why does the YTDCIRC field in an item record contain a larger number than TOT CHKOUT? 
If you have not enabled Retain Number of Checkouts from Reserve Circulation, the number of checkouts 
that occur while an item is on reserve for a course will be added to the YTDCIRC field but not to the TOT 
CHKOUT field. To enable this option, contact Innovative. 
 
How can we determine if the Add or Replace functions were used the last time staff ran the YTDCIRC 
function? 
There is no system log to view how the YTDCIRC function has been used in the past. It is possible to 
determine past use by comparing the YTDCIRC, LYRCIRC, and TOT CHKOUT fields in item records. See 
above for how to compare these fields. If the Retain Number of Checkouts from Reserve Circulation 
function is enabled on your system, the TOT CHKOUT represents all checkouts for a given item. If the 
LYRCIRC field contains a number close to TOT CHKOUT, staff have probably used the Add option. 
 
If the LYRCIRC field contains a value greater than TOT CHKOUT, this usually means that your library is not 
retaining the number of checkouts from reserve circulation in the TOT CHKOUT field. As a result, it may 
not be possible to make an educated guess as to whether previous YTDCIRC updates have used the Add 
option when updating the LYRCIRC field. 
 
Where can I find more information on this procedure? 
See Rapid Updating for YTDCIRC for further details. 

https://documentation.iii.com/sierrahelp/Default.htm#sgcir/sgcir_course_features.html
https://documentation.iii.com/sierrahelp/Default.htm#sadmin/sadmin_admin_corner_rapidupdatYTDLYR.html
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This publication is supplied for the exclusive use of customers of Innovative Interfaces with the 
understanding that it shall not be shown or distributed to anyone outside of the customer's organization 
without the prior written permission of Innovative Interfaces. This publication may be copied only if the 
copies are for the exclusive use of staff members of libraries that have purchased the Innovative system. 
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